
APPROVED: October 12, 2022 

APPROVED MINUTES 
NRPC TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

September 14, 2022 

Members Present:   
Eric Slosek, Town of Amherst (remote) 
Scott Butcher, Town of Brookline 
Brian Groth, Town of Hudson 
Mark Chamberlain, Town of Lyndeborough 
Dawn Tuomala, Town of Merrimack  
Camille Correa, NTS (remote) 
John Savage, First Transit - NTS (remote) 
Dan Hudson, City of Nashua 
Wayne Husband, City of Nashua 

Pete Kohalmi, City of Nashua  
Matt Sullivan, City of Nashua 
Jenn Beauregard, Town of Pelham 
Jeff Gowan, Town of Pelham 
Nick Germain, Town of Wilton 
Linda Wescott, NH DOT 
Tim White, NH DES (remote) 
Leigh Levine, FHWA (remote) 
 

Others Present: 
Chris Buchanan, Town of Amherst 
Will Ludt, Town of Amherst (remote) 
Brett Gagnon, Town of Hudson 

Victor Oates, Town of Hudson (remote) 
Connor Lauzon, VHB 

 
Staff Present: 
Tyrel Borowitz, GIS Specialist (remote) 
Caleb Cheng, Regional Planner III 
Jay Minkarah, Executive Director 
Emma Rearick, Regional Planner II 

Sara Siskavich, GIS Manager 
Matt Waitkins, MPO Coordinator 
Kristin Wardner, Administrative Assistant 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Matt Waitkins called the meeting to order at 12:07 pm and did a roll call of attendees. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST 10, 2022, MEETING 
 

Waitkins referred to the minutes from August 10, 2022. Mark Chamberlain provided the following change: 
- Page 2, Line 3, add: “Chamberlain asked if DOT and DES were addressing infrastructure needed to 

support EVs.” 
 
The minutes from the September 14, 2022, meeting were accepted with changes by roll call vote, with Matt 
Sullivan abstaining. 

4. NH TEN YEAR PLAN PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 
 
Waitkins reviewed the Ten Year Plan schedule. He explained that NRPC’s on-call engineers (VHB) are now 
reviewing the project submissions to come up with cost estimates for the communities that do not have 
engineers of their own. He clarified the submission date to NH DOT is November 10th.  NRPC received 18 
proposals from 6 communities – 13 of which are bike/ped related, and they are being allotted 15 minutes to 
present their projects to the committee.  
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All project proposals, containing detailed information about each, can be viewed here: 
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/nrpc/Document_Center/Transportation/MPO/NRPC_2025-
2034%20TYP%20Project%20Proposals_V2.pdf  
 
Amherst 
Chris Buchanan presented first for the town of Amherst. They have 8 project submissions, 7 of which are along 
the route of the Baboosic Greenway (an abandoned rail line running from Milford to Manchester) and one 
highway safety improvement (NH122 at Merrimack Road) project. He explained the Baboosic Greenway is a 
regional initiative that involves 5 towns: Bedford, Merrimack, Amherst, Milford, and Brookline, and the goal is to 
connect the communities for multimodal users. The 7 bike/ped projects will complete the segments along the 
Greenway with side paths and shared used paths as appropriate and the 8th project proposes a roundabout and 
side path at the intersection of Route 122 and Merrimack Road. The most important to the town are (a) North-3; 
(b) South-4; and (c) the culvert underneath 101 (in South-02) and South-1. 
 
Waitkins stated the scoring committee is comprised of himself, Scott Butcher (Brookline), Nick Germain (Wilton) 
and Mark Chamberlain (Lyndeborough).  
 
Hudson 
Brian Groth presented 3 projects for the town of Hudson. He explained that Hudson has a fragmented 
pedestrian network as a result of the town being the confluence of 3 state highways and development changes 
and they are looking to fill the gaps. The projects are on Route 102 (Derry Road), Route 111 and Route 3A 
(Lowell Road). Route 102 is the priority project which would add sidewalks from residential neighborhoods to 
the library and schools. The second project is an east west sidewalk connection to Benson Park with improved 
crossing signalization (Taylor Falls Bridge to Nashua/Souhegan Rail Trail and Benson Park). The third project 
would include improvements to provide safe crossings for pedestrians at 3 locations on Lowell Road: Lowell 
Road and Central Street, Lowell Road at Winn Avenue, and Lowell Road at Roosevelt Avenue. Brett Gagnon 
stated that they have letters of support from many in the community (school principals, planning board 
members and local political leaders) for these projects.  
 
Buchanan asked if there has ever been any consideration given to altering or requesting altering the design of 
the roadways themselves. Groth stated there has not and this is a step towards that request. 
 
Litchfield 
Jay Minkarah presented 2 projects for the town of Litchfield because they had no representatives available to 
attend the meeting. The first project is improvements to the intersection of NH 3A and Corning Road. It was 
prompted by a 64-unit development in the vicinity of Corning Road, and it would add left turn lanes from 
westbound Corning Road onto southbound Route 3a and from southbound Route 3a onto eastbound Corning 
Road; and it would realign intersection to create a T-intersection. The second project is Pinecrest Road sidewalk 
extension which is critical to the town. It would fill a gap in the pedestrian network linking all 3 schools, the town 
hall complex, the State Forest and 2 town parks. There is strong public support for the project, and it was 
identified as a priority in the Master Plan.  
 
It was asked if the town had considered a roundabout for the Corning Road intersection and Minkarah stated 
they have not. He believes the right-of-way impact would be significant with a roundabout but he couldn’t say it 
would be ruled out. It was asked if the town asked the developer to cover some of the costs and Minkarah 
stated they had not, but the developer did give a 15 ROW across the front of the property and agreed to put in 
sidewalk along Route 3A. The intersection is projected to be at failure under existing conditions within the next 
10 years. Will Ludt asked if Litchfield had any impact fees and Minkarah stated they did which could be a source 
of the match. It was asked why a sidewalk and not side path is proposed. Minkarah stated it follows the same 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/nrpc/Document_Center/Transportation/MPO/NRPC_2025-2034%20TYP%20Project%20Proposals_V2.pdf
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/nrpc/Document_Center/Transportation/MPO/NRPC_2025-2034%20TYP%20Project%20Proposals_V2.pdf
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idea of the existing sidewalk; and from a cost perspective it can be done almost entirely with existing right-of-
way with almost no impacts or impediments. 
 
Merrimack 
Dawn Tuomala, town of Merrimack, explained they originally submitted 3 projects but are only bringing forward 
two at this time: the Chamberlain Bridge rehabilitation and the Naticook triangle realignment. The Chamberlain 
Bridge is located on Daniel Webster Highway, the major north/south connection in town, and is a two-span arch 
bridge on the Municipal Red List with an E-2 weight restriction in place. Currently oversized and overweight 
trucks are diverted around the area. The east side is a granite stone arch, the western side is reinforced concrete 
arches and the wing walls are granite stone blocks. The project consists of rehabilitating the bridge, rather than 
replacing because of its historic significance; and safety improvements to include a sidewalk on the western side 
and upgrading the guardrails.  
 
The second project is safety improvements to the Naticook Road and Camp Sargent Road triangle intersection. 
In close vicinity are Route 101A, Continental Boulevard, Industrial Boulevard, and the FE Everett Turnpike, and 
minor arterial roads that connect residents to the highways. The triangle has 2 landowners; there have been 
numerous accidents there and abutter complaints. The proposal is do a t-intersection to provide better visibility, 
slow traffic and create a more defined stop. In addition, it will address the failing existing drainage system and 
treating drainage before it gets to the lake. There have been 15 accidents there in the last 5 years. The project 
will be put into the town’s CIP this coming year.  
 
Minkarah stated in his experience walking on the Chamberlain Bridge can be frightening – the sidewalk is 
narrow, close to the road and cars come fast around the curve with limited visibility He asked if there had been 
any thought into ways to slow traffic on around the curve, especially for the safety of pedestrians. Tuomala 
stated that would likely be addressed when the project was completed. She also stated that the 2014 TAP grant 
the town received addressed the sidewalk only and did not allow the town to expand it, only to fix it. The hope is 
with this project that will be addressed as part of the bridge rehabilitation.  
 
Nashua 
Matt Sullivan presented Nashua’s project:  West Hollis Street Corridor improvements, specifically between 
Riverside Street and the Hollis town line, a 2.9 mile section. He explained it is a vehicle-centric corridor with 
limited to no bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. The project’s purpose is to make corridor-length 
improvements to improve accommodation and safety for bicyclists and pedestrians, while maintaining or 
improving vehicular access and capacity for vehicles along the roadway. He explained the city would like to take 
a Complete Streets approach and include such things as reduced lane widths, bike lanes, protected sidewalks, 
more controlled access management, enhanced pedestrian connections/crossings, and more. The city has 
committed $300,000 to a corridor study to begin this fall. Dan Hudson reviewed the specifics of the 
improvements, which are conceptual at this point. The project cost estimate is $11.6 million.  
 
Minkarah stated in response to Gagnon that all the communities were to submit financial information with their 
proposals and that as part of the process, on-call engineers (funded by NH DOT and NRPC) will review cost 
estimates and the scoring team will have that information. Waitkins stated the cost is not part of the scoring 
criteria but there is consideration because realistically is there is a limited bucket of money.  
 
Pelham 
Jeff Gowan presented the project for the town of Pelham. The purpose of this project is to provide safe and 
adequate pedestrian connectivity between the Town Center, municipal schools, and churches located on Marsh 
Road and the residential areas along Old Bridge Street with the commercial district along NH Route 38 and 
residential areas to the south of NH Route 38. The scope would include extending the sidewalk and constructing 
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a pedestrian bridge across Beaver Brook. The current bridge is a historic twin arch bridge about 21 feet wide 
with no sidewalks and no option to expand it. He explained that there are currently no sidewalks or crossings on 
Route 38. There is public support for the project and the need for sidewalk connectivity is in the old Master Plan 
(the town is currently in the process of updating it). In response to Gagnon, Gowan stated there will be 
easements required to do the project. 
 
5. MUNICIPAL, NHDOT, NHDES, FHWA UPDATES 

Municipal 
- Lyndeborough: Mark Chamberlain stated that his BOS chairman, who used to be the Milford Chief of 

Police (Fred Douglas), is upset with the work on the bypass in Milford because he fought to get safety 
improvements there and most of them have not gone back in (reflectors in middle and rumble strips on 
both sides). Waitkins clarified Chamberlain is referring to the Milford bypass which had a significant 
portion repaved this summer. Scott Butcher stated driving in the rain without the reflectors is difficult. 
Linda Wescott stated she would find out more from the project manager and get back to Chamberlain.   

 
NHDOT  

- No updates. 
 
NHDES 

- Tim White stated that the first round of the State Clean Diesel grant program closed on September 9th and 
they received 10 proposals. There are still funds remaining, so another round is now open with proposals 
due November 1st. Information is on the website. 

 
FHWA  

- No updates. 

NTS 
- Camille Correa stated that the Transit Center construction is nearing completion; the project stated last 

July. She said that NTS ridership has increased to 30% over this time last year, but they are not close to 
pre-covid numbers. 
 

6. ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned at 2:02pm, with all in favor. 
 
The next meeting will be held on October 12, 2022. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kristin Wardner, Administrative Assistant, NRPC 
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